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We are pleased to present the spring 2026 program of the American Academy in 
Berlin. Unless otherwise noted, all events will take place at the American Academy 
(Am Sandwerder 17–19, 14109 Berlin) and will also be livestreamed via our website, 
americanacademy.de. Please subscribe to our newsletter and visit our website to 
find the most up-to-date information on event listings and registration, to learn more  
about our Berlin Prize Fellows and Distinguished Visitors, as well as how to support 
the Academy. We look forward to welcoming you to the American Academy in 
Berlin this spring.

January 
Monday, January 26, 6:30 p.m.
Location: Fritz Thyssen Stiftung, 
Apostelnkloster 13–15, 50672 Köln

F R I T Z  T H Y S S E N  
V I S I T I N G  S P E A K E R  S E R I E S

Promise and Betrayal:   
Jews, Universities,  
and Antisemitism in  
the 20th Century
Derek Penslar, William Lee Frost Professor  
of Jewish History, Harvard University  
in conversation with Dan Diner, Professor  
Emeritus of Modern History, Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem

In cooperation with Fritz Thyssen Stiftung  
and AmerikaHaus NRW e.V.

Please register via  
fritz-thyssen-stiftung.de/veranstaltungen 

Wednesday, January 28

Presentation of the  
Spring 2026 Class of Fellows
Welcoming remarks by actress  
Martina Gedeck
Invitation only

February 
Tuesday, February 3, 7:30 p.m.

A I R B U S  L E C T U R E

The Day After  
the War in Ukraine
Stephen Biegun, Former United States 
Deputy Secretary of State (2019–2021) 

Tuesday, February 17, 7:30 p.m.

H O L T Z B R I N C K  L E C T U R E

A Brief Portrait  
of Small Deaths:  
A Novel in Search of  
the Other Berlin
Maaza Mengiste, Novelist, Essayist, and 
Professor of English, Wesleyan University 

Thursday, February 19, 7:30 p.m.

A N N A - M A R I A  K E L L E N  L E C T U R E

Facing Mortality  
in Gardens along the Seine
Rachel Cohen, Professor of Practice  
in the Arts, The University of Chicago



Tuesday, February 24, 7:30 p.m.

E L L E N  M A R I A  G O R R I S S E N  L E C T U R E

Landscape and Memory
Dawoud Bey, Photographer, Artist,  
and Educator 

Thursday, February 26, 7:30 p.m.

C H A R L E S  H A I M O F F  L E C T U R E  I N 
G E R M A N  S T U D I E S

Beethoven’s Ninth at  
the Berlin Philharmonic, 1963
Stephen Hinton, Avalon Foundation 
Professor in the Humanities and Professor  
of Music, Stanford University 

March 
Tuesday, March 3, 6:30 p.m.
Location: Berlin-Mitte

S T E P H E N  M .  K E L L E N  L E C T U R E

The Crisis of the  
Liberal World Order
Martin Wolf, Chief Economics  
Commentator, Financial Times

Tuesday, March 3 
Location: Boston, MA 

The Global Race for 
Pharmaceutical Innovation: 
How AI, Geopolitics,  
and Regulatory Upheaval  
Are Redrawing the 
Competitive Map
This gathering is hosted by the American 
Academy in Berlin and generously supported  
by Bayer AG.

Invitation only

Tuesday, March 10, 6:30 p.m.
Location: Villa Hügel, Hügel 1, 45133 Essen

The Future of United Nations 
Peacekeeping
Sabrina Karim, Associate Professor  
of Government, Cornell University

An event of the Alfried Krupp von Bohlen  
und Halbach Foundation 

Please register via  
gstoo.de/Vortrag_Sabrina-Karim

Wednesday, March 11, 6:30 p.m.
Location: Berlin-Mitte

L L O Y D  C U T L E R  L E C T U R E

Is This America?  
Requiem for a Nation Lost,  
Vision for an America 
Refounded
Sherrilyn Ifill, Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. 
Distinguished Professor of Civil Rights, and 
Founder, 14th Amendment Center for Law & 
Democracy, Howard University Law School 

Thursday, March 12, 7:30 p.m.

D I R K  I P P E N  L E C T U R E

Pleistocene Park:  
Engineering Wilderness in a 
More-than-Human World
Anya Bernstein, Professor of Anthropology, 
Harvard University



April 
Monday, April 13, 7:30 p.m.

M A R C U S  B I E R I C H  L E C T U R E

Genocide Prevention:  
The Troubled Fate  
of a Post-War Ideal
Scott Straus, Professor and Chair,  
Charles and Louise Travers Department of 
Political Science, UC Berkeley 

Thursday, April 16, 7:30 p.m.

A X E L  S P R I N G E R  L E C T U R E

Is Culture Worth Saving?  
Art, Monuments,  
and Modern Warfare
Hugh Eakin, Editor at Large, Foreign Affairs 

Tuesday, April 21, 7:30 p.m.

J O H N  P.  B I R K E L U N D  L E C T U R E

Making Visible:  
The Art of Ceija Stojka
Lynne Cooke, Independent Curator  
and Writer, Former Senior Curator of 
Modern Art, National Gallery of Art 

Wednesday, April 22, 6:30 p.m.
Location: Berlin-Mitte

R I C H A R D  V O N  W E I Z S Ä C K E R  L E C T U R E

How Tech Firms  
Shape Geopolitics
Adam Segal, Ira A. Lipman Chair in  
Emerging Technologies and National 
Security and Director of the Digital and  
Cyberspace Policy Program, Council  
on Foreign Relations

Thursday, April 23, 7:30 p.m.

B E R T H O L D  B E I T Z  L E C T U R E

Pockets of Restraint  
in Violent Security Forces
Sabrina Karim, Associate Professor  
of Government, Cornell University

This fellowship is made possible through 
philanthropic support from the Alfried Krupp  
von Bohlen und Halbach Foundation. 

Monday, April 27, 6 p.m.
Location: Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 
Senatsaal, Unter den Linden 6, 10117 Berlin

A M E R I C A N  A C A D E M Y  L E C T U R E  A T 
H U M B O L D T- U N I V E R S I T Ä T  Z U  B E R L I N

Did the Future Die  
of Old Age? 
Stephen Holmes, Walter E. Meyer Professor  
of Law, New York University School of Law

Please register via tinyurl.com/holmes-LSI 

In cooperation with the Integrative Research 
Institute Law & Society, Faculty of Law, 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 

Tuesday, April 28, 7:30 p.m.

B A Y E R  L E C T U R E  
I N  H E A L T H  &  B I O T E C H

Public Health and 
Immunization in America: 
A Story of Success and 
Misunderstanding
Anne Schuchat, Internist, Epidemiologist, 
Former Principal Deputy Director,  
United States Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention



Wednesday, April 29, 7:30 p.m.

A M E R I C A N  A C A D E M Y  L E C T U R E

A Conversation with  
Naomi Beckwith
Naomi Beckwith, Deputy Director and  
Jennifer and David Stockman Chief Curator, 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum and 
Foundation, New York, and Artistic Director, 
documenta 16

This lecture is generously supported by the 
Berthold Leibinger Foundation. 

Thursday, April 30, 7:30 p.m.

R I C H A R D  C .  H O L B R O O K E  L E C T U R E

Populism in  
the Age of Depopulation
Stephen Holmes, Walter E. Meyer Professor  
of Law, New York University School of Law 

May 

Saturday, May 2, time TBC
Location: Hamburger Bahnhof,  
Invalidenstraße 50, 10557 Berlin

A M E R I C A N  A C A D E M Y  L E C T U R E

Crossroads with  
Percival Everett
Percival Everett, Writer and Painter

In cooperation with Hamburger Bahnhof 

Monday, May 4, 7 p.m.
Location: Literaturhaus München, 
Salvatorplatz 1, 80333 München

Percival Everett in 
Conversation
Percival Everett, Writer and Painter

In cooperation with Literaturhaus München

Tuesday, May 5, 2026, 7:15 p.m.
Location: Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut 
Tübingen, d.a.i. hall, Karlstr. 3, 72072 Tübingen

Art Under Fire:  
Cultural Destruction as  
a Weapon of War
Hugh Eakin, Editor at Large, Foreign Affairs

Please register via dai-tuebingen.de/eakin

In cooperation with  
Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut Tübingen 

Tuesday, May 5, 7:30 p.m.

C A R O L  K A H N  S T R A U S S  L E C T U R E  
I N  J E W I S H  S T U D I E S

German Reactions to Israel’s 
Establishment, 1947–1949 
Derek Penslar, William Lee Frost Professor  
of Jewish History, Harvard University 

Wednesday, May 6, 2026, 12 p.m.
Location: Berlin-Brandenburgische 
Akademie der Wissenschaften, Einstein-Saal, 
Jägerstrasse 22/23, 10117 Berlin

Was macht Musik klassisch? 
Ein Dialog
Lunch Salon with Stephen Hinton, Avalon 
Foundation Professor in the Humanities and 
Professor of Music, Stanford University,  
and Dörte Schmidt, Professor of 
Musicology, Universität der Künste

The event will be in German. Please register 
via bbaw.de/veranstaltungen/veranstaltung-
mittagssalon-was-macht-musik-klassisch

In cooperation with Berlin-Brandenburgische 
Akademie der Wissenschaften (BBAW)



Thursday, May 7, 7:30 p.m.

L E A H  J O Y  Z E L L  L E C T U R E

Democracy Evolving
Discussion with Avril Haines, Former United 
States Director of National Intelligence

This public discussion is part of an invitation 
only workshop chaired by Avril Haines. 

Monday, May 11, 7:30 p.m.

R I C H A R D  C .  H O L B R O O K E  
P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N

Democracy’s  
Vanishing Future:  
Politics in an Age of 
Apocalyptic Imagination
With Stephen Holmes, Walter E. Meyer 
Professor of Law, New York University  
School of Law

This public discussion is part of the invitation  
only Richard C. Holbrooke Workshop chaired  
by Stephen Holmes. 

Tuesday, May 19, 7:30 p.m.

S T E P H E N  M .  K E L L E N  L E C T U R E

Cascading Crises and 
Prospects for Peace
H. R. McMaster, Former United States 
National Security Advisor (2017–2018), 
Lieutenant General, US Army (Ret.),  
Senior Fellow, Hoover Institution,  
Stanford University

June 
June TBC
Location: Berlin-Mitte

F R I T Z  S T E R N  L E C T U R E

Is the United States on the 
Road to a New Civil War?
David Blight, Sterling Professor of History,  
Yale University 

Friday, June 5, 8:00 p.m.
Location: KINDL Center for Contemporary Art, 
Maschinenhaus, Am Sudhaus 3, 12053 Berlin 

D E U T S C H E  B A N K  C O N C E R T

Ear Contact:  
Reciprocal Sound  
and Relational Breathing
Jessika Kenney, Vocalist and Composer,  
with special guests

Doors open at 8:00 p.m., concert begins at 
8:30 p.m. Free entrance for registered guests

Sign up for the American Academy in Berlin’s monthly newsletter  
to stay up to date on upcoming events, recent lecture videos,  
Berlin Journal articles, press coverage, podcasts, and news from  
the Hans Arnhold Center.
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A N N A - M A R I A  K E L L E N 
F E L L O W
Rachel Cohen, Professor  
of Practice in the Arts,  
The University of Chicago

A X E L  S P R I N G E R  F E L L O W
Hugh Eakin, Editor at Large, 
Foreign Affairs

B AY E R  F E L L O W  
I N  H E A LT H  &  B I O T E C H
Anne Schuchat, Internist, 
Epidemiologist, and Former 
Principal Deputy Director, 
United States Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention

B E R T H O L D  B E I T Z  F E L L O W
Sabrina Karim, Associate 
Professor of Government, 
Cornell University

C A R O L  K A H N  S T R A U S S 
F E L L O W  I N  J E W I S H  S T U D I E S
Derek Penslar, William Lee 
Frost Professor of Jewish 
History, Harvard University

C H A R L E S  H A I M O F F  F E L L O W  
I N  G E R M A N  S T U D I E S
Stephen Hinton, Avalon 
Foundation Professor in the 
Humanities and Professor of 
Music, Stanford University

D E U T S C H E  B A N K  F E L L O W  
I N  M U S I C  C O M P O S I T I O N
Jessika Kenney,  
Vocalist and Composer

D I R K  I P P E N  F E L L O W
Anya Bernstein,  
Professor of Anthropology, 
Harvard University

E L L E N  M A R I A  G O R R I S S E N 
F E L L O W
Dawoud Bey, Photographer, 
Artist, and Educator

G A H L  H O D G E S  B U R T  
V I S I T I N G  P O L I C Y  F E L L O W
Jon Finer, Former Assistant 
to the President and Principal 
Deputy National Security 
Advisor, and Carnegie 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow, 
School of International and 
Public Affairs, Columbia 
University

H O LT Z B R I N C K  F E L L O W
Maaza Mengiste, Novelist, 
Essayist, and Professor of 
English, Wesleyan University

J O H N  P.  B I R K E L U N D  F E L L O W  
I N  T H E  H U M A N I T I E S
Lynne Cooke, Independent 
Curator and Writer, former 
Senior Curator of Modern Art, 
National Gallery of Art

R I C H A R D  C .  H O L B R O O K E 
F E L L O W
Stephen Holmes,  
Walter E. Meyer Professor 
of Law, New York University 
School of Law

A I R B U S  D I S T I N G U I S H E D 
V I S I T O R
Stephen Biegun, Former United 
States Deputy Secretary of 
State (2019–2021)

A M E R I C A N  A C A D E M Y 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R
Naomi Beckwith, Deputy 
Director and Jennifer and  
David Stockman Chief Curator, 
Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum and Foundation,  
New York, and Artistic Director, 
documenta 16

A M E R I C A N  A C A D E M Y 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R
Percival Everett,  
Writer and Painter

F R I T Z  S T E R N  L E C T U R E R
David Blight, Sterling Professor 
of History, Yale University

L E A H  J OY  Z E L L  
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R
Avril Haines, Former United 
States Director of National 
Intelligence

L L OY D  C U T L E R 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R
Sherrilyn Ifill, Vernon E. Jordan, 
Jr. Distinguished Professor of 
Civil Rights, & Founder, 14th 
Amendment Center for Law & 
Democracy, Howard University 
Law School

M A R C U S  B I E R I C H 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R
Scott Straus, Professor and 
Chair, Charles and Louise 
Travers Department of Political 
Science, UC Berkeley

M I C H A E L  W.  D OY L E 
L E C T U R E R
Keren Yarhi-Milo, Dean,  
School of International and 
Public Affairs (SIPA) and Adlai 
E. Stevenson Professor of 
International Affairs, Columbia 
University

R I C H A R D  V O N  W E I Z S Ä C K E R  
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R
Adam Segal, Ira A. Lipman 
Chair in Emerging Technologies 
and National Security and 
Director of the Digital and 
Cyberspace Policy Program, 
Council on Foreign Relations

S T E P H E N  M .  K E L L E N 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R
Martin Wolf, Chief Economics 
Commentator, Financial Times

STEPHEN M.  K ELLEN LECTUR ER
H. R. McMaster, Former United  
States National Security Advisor  
(2017–2018), Lieutenant 
General, US Army (Ret.), Senior 
Fellow, Hoover Institution, 
Stanford University

* As of January 8, 2026



The American Academy in Berlin deepens transatlantic 
ties and advances democratic values because the free 
world thrives on understanding, exchange, and shared 
ideals. The Academy brings together some of the 
brightest minds from the United States and Germany 
to confront today’s most urgent challenges, generate 
transformative ideas, and build enduring connections. 
Our residential fellowships in Berlin and events across 
the United States and Germany convene leading  
voices from scholarship, the arts, business, and policy 
to spark fresh thinking and rigorous dialogue that 
shapes the public discourse and inspires optimism.

Dedicated to sustaining and enhancing  
the long-term intellectual, cultural, and 
political ties between the United States 
and Germany, the Academy is funded 
entirely through support from individuals, 
foundations, and corporate partners on 
both sides of the Atlantic.

Please visit americanacademy.de/support  
to learn more about support opportunities, 
or contact:

Juliette Kang Stableski, Vice President for 
Development, jks@americanacademy.de  

Ana Ramic, Vice President and Chief of 
Staff, ara@americanacademy.de 

The American Academy in 
Berlin’s latest financial report 
may be obtained by writing to:

American Academy in Berlin 
14 East 60th Street · Suite 1104  
New York · NY 10022 
phone: +1 · 212 · 588 · 1755 

or by contacting:

New York State  
Charities Bureau 
128 Liberty Street · 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10005  
phone: +1 · 212 · 416 · 8686 

The latest financial report can 
also be obtained from the New 
York State Attorney General’s 
Charities Bureau website: 
charitiesnys.com. 

A description of the programs 
and activities for which the 
American Academy in Berlin 
makes use of its contributions  
is available at 
americanacademy.de.  

Protecting your personal data 
is important to us. Our data-
processing information may be 
found at americanacademy.de/
data-processing-information. 

Am Sandwerder 17–19 
14109 Berlin-Wannsee 

americanacademy.de 
+49 · 30 · 804 83 - 0 

program@americanacademy.de 
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