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Press Announcement 
The Deutsche Bank Fellowship in Music Composition  

 
BERLIN—March 17, 2022— The American Academy in Berlin and Deutsche Bank are proud to 
announce the establishment of The Deutsche Bank Fellowship in Music Composition. The fellowship, 
which marks a new stage in the collaboration between the American Academy and Deutsche 
Bank, commences in the spring 2022 semester, will support a Berlin residency of one music 
composition fellow per academic year, and features a concert as an integral component. The 
Deutsche Bank Fellowship in Music Composition is scheduled to run for four academic years.  
 
The new fellowship welcomed its first recipient at the start of the spring 2022 semester: Shanghai-
born composer, multi-instrumentalist, performance artist, activist, and curator of new music Du 
Yun. A professor of music composition at the Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University 
and Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, she is the winner of 
the 2017 Pulitzer Prize for Music, a 2018 Guggenheim Fellow, and a 2019 Grammy nominee in the 
category of Best Classical Contemporary Composition. In 2018, Du Yun was named one of the “38 
Great Immigrants” by the Carnegie Corporation of New York and, in 2019, “Artist of the Year” 
by the Beijing Music Festival. In 2022, she received a Creative Capital Award for an AR-
intergenerational Kun-opera project. At the Academy, she is working with the Humboldt Forum 
for a sound project with the First Generation School Children from Yushu, Tibetan Prefecture. 
 
American Academy in Berlin president Daniel Benjamin said: “The American Academy enjoys a 
long tradition of bringing exciting young composers to Berlin, and this fellowship institutionalizes 
this practice in a formidable way. We are deeply grateful to Deutsche Bank for their generous, 
visionary investment in contemporary music and the transatlantic cultural relationship. And I 
can’t imagine a better inaugural fellow than Du Yun, whose innovative, eclectic, and engaging 
work is exactly what this program is all about.” 
 
James von Moltke, Member of the Management Board of Deutsche Bank, said: “Deutsche Bank 
has been a committed supporter of contemporary art and music for many years. Our long-standing 
partnership with the Berliner Philharmoniker is unique in the world. With the bank’s fellowship in 
music composition we are continuing the wonderful tradition of creating innovative cultural 
projects and fostering highly talented young artists and musicians. At the same time, we support 
the German–American dialogue, which is very important to us. I am really looking forward to the 
opportunity to engage with the young composers and the fruitful exchange with our American 
partners.” 
 
About the American Academy in Berlin: 

The American Academy in Berlin was established to foster greater understanding and dialogue 
between the United States and Germany. A private, nonprofit, nonpartisan center for advanced 
research in a range of academic and cultural fields, the Academy awards semester-long fellowships 
to around twenty emerging or established scholars, writers, and professionals each year. It also 
brings influential American figures to Berlin for briefer visits for a robust exchange of views 
between the peoples of Germany and the United States. 
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About Deutsche Bank’s commitment to art and culture: 
 
Deutsche Bank has a long-standing tradition in supporting arts and culture around the globe. The 
bank’s partnership with the Berliner Philharmoniker has existed since 1989, with this year marking 
the 33th anniversary. No other company has promoted a top orchestra so exclusively over such a 
long period of time, on all continents. Together with the orchestra, the bank has also made the 
Digital Concert Hall possible. With its involvement in contemporary art Deutsche Bank has also 
set standards worldwide, be it with the Deutsche Bank Collection, one of the world’s most 
important collections of contemporary artworks on paper and photography, with international 
exhibitions, or with the PalaisPopulaire, a state-of-the-art cultural center in the heart of Berlin.  
 
For more information, please contact:  
 

American Academy in Berlin    Deutsche Bank 

Denise Gamon      Dr. Klaus Winker  
Communications Coordinator    Communications Art & Culture 
Phone: +49 (0)30 80483 142    +49 (0)69 910 32249 
Email: dg@americanacademy.de   klaus.winker@db.com 
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