
Fall ProgramThe American Academy in Berlin

2018



September  fi

Tuesday, September 11, 2018
Location: American Academy in Berlin

Presentation of the Fall 2018 Fellows
Welcoming remarks by Gereon Sievernich, Curator, Hauptstadtkulturfonds
Invitation Only

Tuesday, September 18, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Holtzbrinck Lecture

Becoming a White Man
P. Carl, Writer; and Distinguished Artist-in-Residence, Emerson College 

Thursday, September 20, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Axel Springer Lecture

The Consequences of Computation
Alexander Galloway, Professor of Media, Culture, and Communication, New York University 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Bosch Lecture in Public Policy

States, Societies, and the Control of Contagion in China and India 
Prerna Singh, Mahatma Gandhi Associate Professor of Political Science  
and International Public Affairs, Brown University 

Thursday, September 27, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Mary Ellen von der Heyden Reading 

Reading from a Novel-in-Progress
Yaa Gyasi, Writer
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Recipients of this program are warmly welcome at all public events.  
Please register online at americanacademy.de or program@americanacademy.de.



October  fi

Thursday, October 4, 2018
Location: Palo Alto, California
West Coast Initiative

Implications of Applying Artificial Intelligence  
to Drug Discovery and Diagnostics
Dieter Weinand, Member of the Board of Management and President Pharmaceuticals, Bayer AG
Pascal Levensohn, Founder, Levensohn Venture Partners; Managing Director, Dolby Family Ventures;  
and Trustee, American Academy in Berlin
Invitation Only
In cooperation with Bayer AG and White & Case llp

Thursday, October 11, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Richard von Weizsäcker Lecture

Evangelicals and Trump’s Republican Party
Frances FitzGerald, Journalist and Historian

October 14–16, 2018
Location: Berlin
Richard C. Holbrooke Forum Seminar

The Digital Diplomacy Project
Chaired by John C. Kornblum, Senior Counsellor, Noerr llp; and Co-Secretary,  
American Academy in Berlin
Invitation Only

Wednesday, October 17, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Foreign Policy Forum

Time for Action in the Western Balkans: Policy Prescriptions for American Diplomacy
Moderated by Wolfgang Ischinger, Chairman, Munich Security Conference;  
and Trustee, American Academy in Berlin
With Jonathan E. Levitsky, Partner, Debevoise & Plimpton llp;  
Cameron Munter, Chief Executive Officer and President, EastWest Institute;  
and Frank G. Wisner, International Affairs Advisor, Squire Patton Boggs
Generously supported by Daimler-Fonds

Thursday, October 18, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Anna-Maria Kellen Lecture

Afrofuturist Challenges to Humanism
Priscilla Layne, Assistant Professor of German, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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October – November  fi

Monday, October 22, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: Hospitalhof Stuttgart, Büchsenstraße 33, 70174 Stuttgart
Head-to-Head: A Meeting of Inspired Minds

The US and Russia:  
A History of Mutual Misunderstandings
Joshua Yaffa, Moscow Correspondent, The New Yorker, in conversation with  
Christian Gottschalk, Foreign Policy Editor, Stuttgarter Zeitung 
In cooperation with the Evangelisches Bildungszentrum Hospitalhof Stuttgart and the Deutsch-Amerikanisches Zentrum Stuttgart.  
Generously supported by Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH, Holtzbrinck Publishing Group, and Berthold Leibinger Stiftung GmbH
Part of American Days 2018

Tuesday, October 23, 2018
Location: Frankfurt am Main
American Academy Discussion

What the US and Russia Get Right—and Wrong—about Each Other
Joshua Yaffa, Moscow Correspondent, The New Yorker
Invitation Only
In cooperation with White & Case llp

Thursday, October 25, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Airbus Lecture

Living through the Sixth Extinction
Elizabeth Kolbert, Journalist and Author; Staff Writer, The New Yorker

Tuesday, October 30, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Andrew W. Mellon Lecture in the Humanities

The Afterlives of Gold:  
Mining and Migrancy in Southern Africa
Rosalind Morris, Professor of Anthropology, Columbia University

Tuesday, November 6, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Lloyd Cutler Lecture

American Lawyers:  
Defending Democracy and the Rule of Law
Roberta Cooper Ramo, Attorney; and Former President, American Law Institute  
and American Bar Association
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November  fi

Thursday, November 8, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Dirk Ippen Lecture

Idling Next to the Network
Tung-Hui Hu, Associate Professor of English, University of Michigan
In cooperation with Berlin Science Week

Friday, November 9, 2018, 8:00 p.m.
Location: Deutsches Hygiene-Museum, Lingnerplatz 1, 01069 Dresden 
Lisa and Heinrich Arnhold Lecture

Afrofuturismus — Die Zukunft ist noch nicht geschrieben
Priscilla Layne, Assistant Professor of German, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
In discussion with Philipp Khabo Koepsell, Poet, Dramaturg, and Publisher
The event is part of “Literatur Jetzt! 2018 - Sieg über die Sonne,” a literature festival 
presented by Livelyrix e. V. and the Deutsches Hygiene-Museum
In cooperation with the Technische Universität Dresden

Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Ellen Maria Gorrissen Lecture

Imagination in Service of Historic Reality
Gyula Gazdag, Director of Film, Theater, and Television;  
Distinguished Research Professor Emeritus, University of California, Los Angeles 

Thursday, November 15, 2018, 1:00–5:30 p.m.
Location: Stanford University, Frances C. Arrillaga Alumni Center,  
326 Galvez Street, Stanford, CA 94305-6105
American Academy Alumni Seminar

Identity: The Demand for Dignity and the Politics of Resentment
Francis Fukuyama, Olivier Nomellini Senior Fellow at Stanford University’s Freeman Spogli Institute 
for International Studies with Gerhard Casper, President Emeritus, Stanford University;  
and Trustee, American Academy in Berlin

Culture and the Politics of Movement
Josh Kun, Director of the School of Communication, Professor of Communication,  
Chair in Cross-Cultural Communication, University of Southern California  
Daniel Joseph Martinez, Artist, Activist and Critical Theorist; Distinguished Professor,  
Donald Bren Professor of Art, Claire Trevor School of the Arts, University of California, Irvine  
Ana Raquel Minian, Assistant Professor of History and of Comparative Studies in  
Race and Ethnicity, Stanford University  
Tricia Rose, Chancellor’s Professor of Africana Studies and Director,  
Center for the Study of Race and Ethnicity in America, Brown University
In cooperation with Stanford University
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µ   November – December

Tuesday, November 27, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
John W. Kluge Lecture

Democracy and Imagination
Masha Gessen, Author; and Staff Writer, The New Yorker
In cooperation with Suhrkamp Verlag

Tuesday, December 4, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Nina Maria Gorrissen Lecture

The Ottoman Wars and the German Homefront, 1470–1620
Carina L. Johnson, Professor of History, Pitzer College

Thursday, December 6, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
Bosch Lecture in Public Policy

Truth, Ambition, and Compromise in Putin’s Russia
Joshua Yaffa, Moscow Correspondent, The New Yorker

Monday, December 10, 2018, 8:00 p.m.
Location: English Theatre Berlin, Fidicinstraße 40, 10965 Berlin
The U.S.  Embassy Literature Series

Homegoing
Yaa Gyasi, Writer
Tickets (€ 8): tickets@etberlin.de
School groups may register with IRCBerlin@state.gov for free admission.
In cooperation with the U.S. Embassy Berlin and the English Theatre Berlin | International Performing Arts Center

Tuesday, December 11, 2018, 7:30 p.m.
Location: American Academy in Berlin
John P. Birkelund Lecture

Another World Literature:  
New Approaches to a Literary History of East Asia
Haun Saussy, University Professor, Comparative Literature, Committee on Social Thought,  
and East Asian Languages and Civilizations, University of Chicago
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Berlin Prize Fellows and Distinguished Visitors August–December 2018

John P. Birkelund Fellow in the Humanities
Haun Saussy, University Professor, Comparative Literature, Committee on Social Thought,  
and East Asian Languages and Civilizations, University of Chicago

Bosch Fellows in Public Policy
Prerna Singh, Mahatma Gandhi Associate Professor of Political Science  
and International Public Affairs, Brown University
Joshua Yaffa, Moscow Correspondent, The New Yorker

Ellen Maria Gorrissen Fellow
Gyula Gazdag, Director of Film, Theater and Television;  
and Distinguished Research Professor Emeritus, University of California, Los Angeles

Nina Maria Gorrissen Fellow in History
Carina L. Johnson, Professor of History, Pitzer College

Mary Ellen von der Heyden Fellow in Fiction
Yaa Gyasi, Writer

Holtzbrinck Fellow
P. Carl, Writer; and Distinguished Artist-in-Residence, Emerson College

Dirk Ippen Fellow
Tung-Hui Hu, Associate Professor of English, University of Michigan

Anna-Maria Kellen Fellow
Priscilla Layne, Assistant Professor of German, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in the Humanities
Rosalind Morris, Professor of Anthropology, Columbia University

Axel Springer Fellow
Alexander Galloway, Professor of Media, Culture, and Communication, New York University 

Airbus Distinguished Visitor
Elizabeth Kolbert, Journalist and Author; Staff Writer, The New Yorker

Lloyd Cutler Distinguished Visitor
Roberta Cooper Ramo, Attorney; and Former President, American Law Institute  
and American Bar Association

John W. Kluge Distinguished Visitor
Masha Gessen, Author; and Staff Writer, The New Yorker

Richard von Weizsäcker Distinguished Visitor
Frances FitzGerald, Journalist and Historian



Cover image: Richard Mosse, Idomeni Camp, Greece, 2016, 
from the series The Castle
Digital c-print on metallic paper 103 × 304 cm
Courtesy of the artist; carlier | gebauer, Berlin;  
and Jack Shainman Gallery, New York 
Design: Susanna Dulkinys
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The American Academy is funded through tax-deductible
donations, which we greatly appreciate. Contributions may
be made by check, bank transfer, or via PayPal.

From Germany:
American Academy in Berlin, Berliner Sparkasse
Account no. 660 000 9908, BLZ 100 500 00
IBAN DE07 1005 0000 6600 0099 08
BIC BELADEBEXXX
Verwendungszweck: Spende

From the United States:
Per check: American Academy in Berlin
14 East 60th Street, Suite 604, New York, NY 10022
Per transfer: JPMorgan Chase
500 Stanton Christiana Road, Newark, DE 19713
Account no: 967 33 12 77
ABA no: 21 00 00 21, SWIFT CODE/CHASUS 33

The American Academy in Berlin’s latest financial report may be obtained by writing to  
The American Academy in Berlin, 14 East 60th Street, Suite 604, New York, NY 10022, or  
to the Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10271.

The American Academy in Berlin was founded in 1994 by Richard C. Holbrooke, 
then US ambassador to Germany. Independent, nonpartisan, and privately funded, 
the American Academy is committed to sustaining and enhancing the long-term 
intellectual, cultural, and political ties between the United States and Germany.

The American Academy in Berlin awards semester-long residential fellowships 
at its Hans Arnhold Center to US-based scholars, writers, policy experts, and 
artists. The Academy also hosts Distinguished Visitors, thought-leaders from 
the US in public policy, the social sciences, arts, and humanities, for shorter 
visits. During their stays, both fellows and visitors engage with the public and 
their counterparts in Berlin and throughout Germany, forging personal and 
professional connections that, in turn, foster long-term transatlantic relations.


